
Virtuous Republic 

Creating a Workable Government, 
1783-1789 



Republicanism and 
the Politics of Virtue 

• George Washington:  The American Cincinnatus 
– Model of civic duty 
– Faced possibility of rebellion by his own 

officers due to Congress 
– Turning over of his military commission to 

Congress (2nd) 
• Politics of Virtue:  View from the States 

– Virginia Declaration of Rights 1776  
• “Free govt. could not survive w/o a 

virtuous citizenry.” (4th ) 
– 1.  Art, architecture, and fashion was virtuous 
– 2.  Education would create the virtue needed 

for the survival of republicanism 
• New Colleges 
• Republican materials 3 R’s 
• Women’s role as educator for future 

citizens increased education 
opportunities 

– 3.  Post- revolutionary remained dominated 
by Protestants 
• Widespread move to de-establish the 

Anglican Church public funding 
• Separation of Church and State Begins 

– Virginia State House tried to pass 
non preferential aid for ministers 
of the Christian religion 

– Debate:  Patrick Henry  vs. James 
Madison & TJ 
 

“The Memorial and 
Remonstrance 

Against Religious 
Assessments” would 
be a nice pamphlet. 
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Life under the Articles 
of Confederation 

• Structure 
– 1 vote/state in unicameral 

legislature 
– 2/3 votes (9 states) to pass laws 
– Enforcement of laws by 

Congressional committee 
– All 13 States to Amend  

• Power 
– Wage war 
– Send diplomats 
– Make treaties 
– Borrow $$$ 

• No Taxation with Representation 
– No tax/request funds from states 
– No tax/print money 

• “Not worth a Continental” 

– End of War/End of boycotts 
• Americans wanted luxury items 
• Bought from British on Credit due to 

no American goods being sold 

– 1St Economic Depression 

 



Life under the Articles 
of Confederation 

• Diplomacy:  Frustration and 
Stalemate 
– British remained in Ohio 

Valley/prewar debt & damage 
(5th) 

– Barbary Pirates/No Crowns 
Protection 

– Indian Lands/Prospects of war led 
to abandoned theory of conquest 
to “dealing with good faith” 

– Spanish controlled New 
Orleans/Mississippi River(4th) 

• Achievements:  Settling the Old 
Northwest 
– 1.  Won the war and negotiated peace treaty 

with Britain 
– 2.  Ordinance of 1785-established public 

policies for Western lands Townships/$1 an 
acre in hard currency/most could not afford 

– 3.  Northwest Ordinance 1787-Rules for 
admittance of new states/outlawed slavery in 
these territories/ provisions for elementary 
education 
• A.  Congress appoints Gov. and Judges 
• B.  5,000 white males- Const & Legis. 
• C.  60,000 State Const (3rd Hour) 

 

I may not be 
your King, but 

you still owe us.  
So, we will hold 
onto your Forts 

until you pay 
up!!!! 

Now, we got rid 
of England.  

Let’s bully this 
young and 

inexperienced 
so called 

republic… 
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Life under the Articles 
of Confederation 

• Shays’s Rebellion 1787 
– Farms were foreclosed 

– Ex- revolutionary vets 
marched to shut down 
courts 

– Forces were defeated by 
govt. 

– Serious challenge to 
government 
authority/need to 
change Articles of 
Confederation??? 

 

“I feel, my dear Gen. 
Knox, infinitely more than 
I can express to you, for 

the disorders which have 
arisen in these states.  

Good God!!! 

So far as I have yet seen, 
they do not appear to 

threaten serious 
consequences… I hold 

that a little rebellion now 
and then is a good thing… 
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Movement for 
Constitutional Reform 

• Road to Philadelphia (1785-Mt.Vernon/1786-
Annapolis/1787-Philly) 

– Nationalists  
• Men who believed in the need for a 

stronger government!!! 
• New form of Govt. to protect 

individual liberty and promote the 
common good.   

• Federal Constitution would rely on 
a system of checks and balances , 
not virtue, to protect liberty. 

– Options 
• 1.  Modify Articles or 2.  Throw 

out/start over 
• After secrecy oath and election of 

Washington as President, the first 
order of business is the Virginia Plan 
which is countered by the New 
Jersey Plan 

• Large States vs. Small States  
– Virginia Plan- states power/FED 

POWER 
– New Jersey Plan-Modified A.C. 
– Great Compromise 

 

Do they think they 
are demigods????? 



Movement for 
Constitutional 

Reform 

• Conflict over Slavery 
– Southerners wanted slaves to 

count  
– Opponents wanted to tax them 

and not count them 
– 3/5 Compromise 
– Congress could not ban slave 

trade until 1808 
 

• Filling out the Constitutional 
Design 
– Electoral College to choose 

President 
• Filtering mechanism to ensure 

the “people” would choose 
from the ranks for the nation’s 
leading citizens (afraid of mob 
rule) 

– Supreme Court-weakest at 
time 
 



Federalists vs. 
Anti-Federalists 

• Debate 
– Federalist -Supporters of 

Constitution 
– Anti-Federalists- Non-supporters 

of Constitution 
– Hundreds of newspapers and 

dozens of pamphlets were created 
for and against  
• The Federalist Hamilton, Madison, 

& Jay # 10 & # 51 
– Responded to criticism of anti-feds 
– Explained the “new” republican 

govt. point by point 
– Soon to become favorite text of 

judges, legislators, and others 
when interpreting the Constitution 

• Ant-Federalist produced no single 
text similar to The Federalist 

– Wanted power reside in States 
– Less concerned about anti-

democratic process  
– Fear of centralized power 
– Fear of too small number of reps 
– Fear, Fear, Fear 
– Fear of lack of Bill of Rights!!!! 



  

Federalists 
“Extend the sphere to protect property” 

James Madison 

Alexander Hamilton 

John Jay 

George 
Washington 



  

Anti-Federalists 
“Government is best that governs least”   

Hancock, Mason, S. Adams, Patrick Henry 

John Hancock 

George Mason 

 

Patrick Henry 

I smell a rat!!! 



Federalists vs. 
Anti-Federalists 

• Ratification 
– Federalists organized themselves 

around a well-define goal:  
Ratification 

– Anti-Federalist did not have goal:  
Party of “NO” 
• Some wanted a whole new 

convention to amend or revising 
the A.C. 

• Less effective in getting out their 
“gloom and doom” message:  Less 
newspapers 

– Federalist  
• Merchants & artisans wanted their 

economic interests protected 
• Frontier regions wanted protection 

from N.A. 
• Small States supported (expect RI) 
• Vets of Cont. Army 

– Anti-Federalist 
• Back country farmers 
• Newly elected state politicians/New 

Const. would take away power 
• Wealthy planters of South 

 



Ratifying the New 
Constitution 

• State Conventions  

– Rhode Island (1890) & North 
Carolina (1789) rejected 

– New York City threatened 
to secede/ State convince 
to ratify 

– Virginia / Bill of Rights 

– New Hampshire/9th State 
to ratify-Becomes new 
Constitution  in June 1788 

– Inauguration of Gdub 
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